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We respectfully acknowledge that the land on which the Lake Country Museum is situated, where this lesson was developed, is on the unceded territory of the Syilx (Okanagan) Peoples. 
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Social Studies Grade 5: Interviewing Lake Country Citizens
	Learning Experience

	Students will further their knowledge of Lake Country’s history by exploring the concept of oral history through an interview with a Lake Country resident.


 
	Objective
	Students will gain knowledge of the process of an interview, including best practices to form strong interview questions. These interviews conducted with Lake Country representatives will further the student’s knowledge of how residents shape the history and identity of Lake Country.

	Historical Reading
	Consult the Museum for further readings and archival material.

	Activity
	Oral History Videos & Interviews:
Students will view a selection of oral history videos by the LCMA on YouTube.
Link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaLQH3PBcsHp5srS6I8e2pA

The writing of history has been traditionally based on diaries, documents, and other written sources. Recently, however, historians have come to recognize the value and historical significance of oral histories as first-hand accounts of past events and people.

As a class, watch and listen to selections of oral history interviews. Discuss the interview content, the inter-viewees responses, and whether or not the style and tone of the interviews are different from a written transcript of an interview.

Establish protocols for interviews and identify topics and questions to be discussed during the interviews. Students brainstorm and write down questions to ask. Determine interview roles such as interviewer, recorder, or scribe.

Invite Lake Country citizens (e.g. seniors, municipal representatives, Indigenous elders, etc.) to your school for tea and cookies. Pairs or triads of students are matched with a citizen to meet and to interview. Students should listen to the citizen carefully and in a respectful manner while taking notes. Ensure students know to check with the interviewee if they don't understand words used or would like to clarify something the citizen said. Interviews should encourage the person to share feelings and impressions about past events in Lake Country and include specifics about their daily lives.

After the interview students write their own reflection on the experience. Class discussion could follow.
 

	Further Inquiry
	Field Trip Suggestions:
The Lake Country Museum and Archives
The Museum has a wide range of exhibits and activities for your class to explore. There is also a playground and field behind the building and the lake nearby that students can make use of for various activities.
There may be the opportunity for a guest lecturer to visit your classroom or be present at the museum with the knowledge of more local history stories. If interested, please contact the Museum ahead of time.
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BIG IDEA: IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURALISM CONTINUE TO SHAPE
CANADIAN SOCIETY AND IDENTITY.

COMPETENCY:

USE SOCIAL STUDIES INQUIRY
PROCESSES AND SKILLS TO- ASK
QUESTIONS; GATHER, INTERPRET
AND ANALYZE IDEAS; AND
COMMUNICATE FINDINGS AND
DECISIONS.

CONTENT:
THE DEVELOPMENT AND EVOLUTION
OF CANADIAN IDENTITY OVER TIME.

ACTIVITIES TO CREATE INQUIRY:

1.WATCH ORAL HISTORIES, LEARN ABOUT THE INTERVIEW
PROCESS AND HOW TO CREATE STRONG INTERVIEW QUESTIONS.

2.ACTIVITY: CONDUCT AN INTERVIEW WITH A LAKE COUNTRY
CITIZEN (POLITICIAN, SYILX ELDER, SENIOR).

WHAT WILL WE KNOW: FURTHER INQUIRY:

FIELD TRIP SUGGESTIONS:
HOW LAKE COUNTRY'S IDENTITY 1.LAKE COUNTRY MUSEUM
IS SHAPED AND INFULENCED BY AND ARCHIVES.

THE DIVERSE POPULATION.





