
Today’s Lake Country Museum owes much of its existence 

to Jane and Gilbert Arnold. Gilbert Arnold’s grandfather 

came to the Okanagan in 1910. He and his sons pioneered in 

agriculture, trucking and the construction of roads and com-

munity buildings. Gilbert was born here in 1928 and he mar-

ried Jane Weddell, a teacher of Winfield Elementary School 

in 1950. Both were active in numerous community organiza-

tions throughout their lives. Jane originally suggested Oka-

nagan Centre School would make a fine museum and she 

became the Society’s first secretary. After Gilbert’s death in 

2000 and Jane’s in 2005, their generous bequest enabled the 

Museum to update its physical facilities and to hire the Mu-

seum’s first staff manager. 
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The Arnold family are a tal-

ented bunch. Their success 

in sports is well document-

ed. Donald Arnold was a ca-

pable athlete, winning an is 

Olympic gold medal in fours 

rowing in 1956. This base-

ball jersey is testament to 

their athletic abilities. The 

uniform was worn by the 

OK Valley Land Company 

baseball team in the late 

1940s. The pants are knick-

ers and the team name is 

printed on the back of the 

shirt.  

Arthur (Art) Arnold was 

also a great baseball play-

er, helping the Winfield 

team win three consecu-

tive championships in 

1925-27. The baseball 

catcher’s mask is padded 

with cotton and horse 

hair. The padding is cov-

ered by leather. This 

mask was used during the 

same period as the uni-

form or even earlier. The 

mask was donated by 

Mrs. Arnold.  

Gilbert Arnold was a mem-

ber of the Winfield Fire De-

partment, the Winfield Li-

on’s Club,  and the Winfield 

Memorial Hall Association. 

He and his wife Jane were 

strong supporters of the mu-

seum and of the community. 

In 2001, Gilbert was pre-

sented posthumously with 

this certificate for Male Vol-

unteer of the Year.  

This adding machine 

was used at the Woods-

dale Packinghouse.  

The packinghouse and 

cold storage plant were 

built in 1936 and em-

ployed 35 - 40 people. 

The machine helped to 

maintain the finance for 

one of the largest pack-

inghouses in the valley.  

Entrepreneurship marks the history of the 

Arnold family. Their business operations 

are numerous. John and Lucinda Arnold 

opened a store at the corner of Camp Road 

and Okanagan Centre Road East.  Nelson 

Arnold founded Arnold & Sons Trucking, 

later G & N Arnold Ltd, which operated in 

Lake Country for 57 years under Nelson 

and Gilbert.  


