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. Winfield
NiﬁF\ELD A History

A RHISTERY . By June Vreeswijk
Jufm“lﬂs"“d

- Outline

This essay will describe Winfield from the time prior to the
first contact between the Okanagan Indians and the White
Traders From there the advent of the mission will be traced,
the arrival of the setters, the reasons for their settlement
and the consequent growth of the community.

*Written in approximately 1983
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Winfield, a sroving and changing comsunity is located
alnost half way between Kelowna and Vermon in the Okanagan Valley
of British Columbia.
A traveller on Highway 97 entering Winfield froa the south
at Duck Lake [Shoocus Lake to the Indlans], continues to drive steadily
Snd alemgpde aaeme (ahe

along the valley passing through two seta of traffic lights, Within

five alles

field's northern boundary would have been reached since
the renainder of Wooda' Lake [Pelne-wash to the Indimna] alomg which

the highway passes, delongs %o Oyaza, If the traveller were to take

an easterly moute he would quikly find himself on the crest of the
orchard bedecked hill that divides Winfleld frem 1ta near nelighdbour,
Okanagan Centre. A turm to the west would necessitate & longer, stesper
clizb passing through a parched landscape %o the cooler wooded regions
of the hills that contain both Pir Valley and Seaver Lake in company
With fifteen smaller lakes,

Before the first white men appeard in this area its inhabti.

s

¥

tants were the Ukanagan Indians, part of the linguistic family
Intericr Salish. ° Because of the nature of the climate (hot, dxy sum
mers and cold, snowy winters), and the nature of the vegetation the
Okanagan Indians in this area were semi-nomadic. During the winters they
lived in & Kekuli (winter house). The Kekull was built arousd a circular
74t adout 2 %0 3 fest deep, With an average diamster of X0 feet, Poles
were srected %0 form the outer shell and these were lashed together

nd then covered wAth cedar-bark dry grass and sarth.” During the mumser
the Indians lived in teepees: & teepes had a conical framewnrk of

&
The Indians soved froa one

iight poles covered with mats or

Winfield, a growing and changing community ,is located
almost half way between Kelowna and Vernon in the Okanagan
Valley of British Columbia.

A traveller on Highway 97 entering Winfield from the
south at Duck Lake [Shoocum Lake to the Indian], continues to
drive steadily along the valley passing through two sets of
traffic lights and alongside another lake. Within five miles
Winfield’s northern boundary would have been reached since the
remainder of Woods’ Lake [Pelme-wash to the Indians] along
which the highway passes, belongs to Oyama. If the traveller
were to take an easterly route he would quickly find himself
on the crest of the orchard bedecked hill that divides
Winfield from its near neighbour, Okanagan Centre. A turn to
the west would necessitate a longer, steeper climb passing
through a parched landscape to the cooler wooded regions of
the hills that contain both Fir Valley and Beaver Lake in
company with fifteen smaller lakes. !

Before the first white men appeared in this area its
inhabitants were the Okanagan Indians, part of the linguistic
family of the Interior Salish.? Because of the nature of the
climate (hot, dry sum mere and cold, snowy winters), and the
nature of the vegetation the Okanagan Indians in this area
were semi-nomadic. During the winters they lived, in a Kekuli
(winter house). The Kekuli was built around a circular pit
about 2 to 3 feet deep, with an average diameter of 30 feet.
Poles were erected to form the outer shell and these were
lashed together and then covered with cedar-bark dry grass and
earth.? During the summer the Indians lived in teepees: a
teepee had a conical framework of light poles covered with
mats or skins. The Indians moved from one
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food-gathering area to another: the women collected and prejared vege-
tables and Serries for winter consumption and the men doth fished and
mx;..n;nm-mnymu.rmomzmmm:mum
doghane wover into cords and acting together they drove large door
herds into their nets. > Though they mizrated extensively during the
summer, the different dialect groups stayed within their own aXeas
though invitations to hunt and fish were frequantly cffered detween
groups. ®

The pecple’s clothing was mainly prepared from dressed buck-

akin of deer and elk, though cccastomally bark clothing was used and

Al the hides of fur-bearing anisals, Short cloaks, tsed %0 shed the
rain, were woven from the Zitres of sage-trush, willow-bark or tulrush-
e2. Several decorative devices wers used including dentalia-shells
which had srrived from the coast by way of trade, 7At¥-bl!‘,'.:-ihl
Indisns traded only with those groups on thelir borders, L but they cer-
tainly had traded before the advent of the white fur-traders,

The first whits traders to have joumeyed through the Winfleld

L4
ares wers David Stuart and Alfinder Ross. Eose wrote “On the 31st [iugust

w
18] vess V8 Tesched the nouth of & smooth strean called Cakinscken

1., the source of the Oakisschen is 260 niles due north, and in ita

course scuth the stress rums irough thres lakes™. - Ross discoversd
that "The Oakinakers are... rather sasy, 14 and agreesble people. >
The men ... &X¢ always employed and industrious, Nor axw the women leas
Besyerr. ¥ They aze trave,genercus and often charitable.*’ Roes added:
“shey ave far from belng susarous. I should say there are not more than
fifteen perscns %0 every sqUATe -.i'.-c.- % By the I880's settlenants of

vhits people through the Okanagan Valley zade thelr Lwpact on Indian

2

food-gathering area to another: the women collected and prepared
vegetables and berries for winter consumption and the men both
fished and took part in community hunts. The Okanagan Indians
made deer nets from dogbane woven into cords and acting together
they drove large deer herds into their nets.® Though they
migrated extensively during the summer, the different dialect
groups stayed within their own areas though invitations to hunt
and fish were frequently offered between groups.®

The people's clothing was mainly prepared from dressed
buckskin of deer and elk, though occasionally bark clothing was
used and also the hides of fur-bearing animals. Short cloaks,
used to shed the rain, were woven from the fibres of sage-brush,
willow-bark or bulrushes. Several decorative devices were used
including dentalia-shells which had arrived from the coast by
way of trade.’” At that time the Indians traded only with those
groups on their borders,® but they certainly had traded before
the advent of the white fur-traders.

The first white traders to have journeyed through the
Winfield area were David Stuart and Alexander Ross. Ross wrote
“On the 31st [August ? 1811]10 .... we reached the south of a
smooth stream called Oakinacken !!'... the source of the
Oakinacken is 280 miles due north, and in its course south the
stream runs through three lakes”.!? Ross discovered that "the
Oakinakers are...rather easy, mild and agreeable people. !* The
men ... are always employed and industrious. Nor are the women
less busy...!" They are brave, generous and often charitable.”1®
Ross added: “they are far from being numerous. I should say
there are not more than fifteen persons to every square mile.1®
By the 1880’s settlements of white people through the Okanagan
Valley made their impact on Indian
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11fe since one of the earliest pioneers wrote * Indians cane up from the
UntselStates in & group of eight hundred %o one thousand....[they] travel-
204 %o the Coldwtress Ranch (Verncal, to piak tops.” 17

Possitly the Indians travelled along the same trail followed
by the first “wgon train’ which was the Palser and Miller expedition
of 1558; they brought American serchandise on the Hudson 3ay Trail.

They crossed the Okanagan lake near Mlasion, went north on the sast side
of Duck Lake, then crossing over st Winfield to the wesl aside of Oiana-
gan Tade followsd the Commnage oad to Vernon.'® [7his s the same
route later used by the itinermnt sinisters and is still occasionally
used today by those folk who prefer to escape from the nighsay]

Besidos larger numbers of nomadic Indians, another difference
in the Indians’ 1ife-style was made by the impact of Father Pandosy.
Powley says that in xu;_‘_nmr Pandony with two other Otlate Pathers
casped at the south end of Duck Lake where they remained for cee wia-
tee  before they moved %o Mission Creek (Kelowna] to estadlish &
sermanent sission, ' Because Sasorsc says the Fathr Pandowy “taught the
Indians catechism [and] trained an Indlan choir....It was an excellest
choi=s ... Vue nay assume that the Indians of Duck lake also learned
Christian songs.

Sad %o relate, the coming of the settlers led to the disappear-
ance of the local Indian Band: their nomadic 1ife could no longer be
contisied and the Flece of land Teserved to thetr use ia 1861-62 %
and later Tatified by the Raserve Commission in 1877 22 contained just
457 acres "X*lakolum® or “open flat”, Most of the lakes and hills had
boen taken from them and thus their complete Wy of 1ife dlsrupted.

Mrs, V.B. Powley says that “there were & consideratle muaber of Iadlang

3

life since one of the earliest pioneers wrote “Indians came up
from the United States in a coup of eight hundred to one
thousand... [they] travelled to the Coldstream Ranch [Vernon], to
pick hops.” 17

Possibly the Indians travelled along the same trail followed
by the first “wagon train" which was the Palmer and Miller
expedition of 1858; they brought American merchandise on the
Hudson Bay Trail. They crossed the Okanagan Lake near Mission,
went north on the east side of Duck lake, then crossing over at
Winfield to the west side of Okanagan followed the Commonage road
to Vernon.!'® [This is the same route later used by the itinerant
ministers and is still occasionally used today by those folk who
prefer to escape from the highway].

Besides larger numbers of nomadic Indians, another
difference in the Indians’ life—style was made by the impact of
Father Pandosy. Powley says that in 1856 Father Pandosy with two
other Oblate Fathers camped at the south end of Duck Lake where
they remained for one winter before they moved to Mission Creek
[Kelowna] to establish a permanent mission.!® Because Casorso says
the Father Pandosy “taught the Indians catechism [and] trained an
Indian choir. .It was an excellent choir”...2?% we may assume
that the Indians of Duck Lake also learned Christian songs.

Sad to relate, the coming of the settlers led to the
disappearance of the local Indian band: their nomadic life could
no longer be continued and the piece of land reserved to their
use in 1861-62 2! and later ratified by the Reserve Commission in
1877 contained just 457 acres “K’lakolum” or “open flat”. Most of
the lakes and hills had been taken from them and thus their
complete way of life disrupted. Mrs. W.R. Powley says that “there
were a considerable number of Indians
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on the Meserve, tut after this date [I1875] they sxadually left for other

reserves until only the highly respected Chief Enoch, My, and Mrs, Dave

MacDougall and family and Mz, and Nrs, Vigtor Borict, remained.” These

fow people saw thelr land reduced by ancther 17,56 acrer since it becane

4

part of the Canadien Northern Pacific Railusy Company's right of way.

At present there are four Okanagan Indias faxilies living on
the :‘oum'.znn‘:‘:-r:lz mmber Rangw Bobina informed me that & rift exists
betwsen them and the Vernon Band since most of the income from thelr
reserve goes %o the Vernon Band Chief and his sons. Rangsxr, hopes tht
his three young children will be well-educated sc 82 %o compete in the
white men's world: his wife will retizn o & secretarial job when the
childven aze oldsr. Nona of the Indian men is skilled, so they work
at any available ladouring Job. fonger, hiaself, is involved in coamuni-
ty 18fe since he plays scocer, hockey and goftball and coaches alnor
hockey and soccer teanms,

As Canada was explored through its watenmays, so it was the
satervays of the Okanagan that first atiracted settlars %o this reglon.
Froa the Vermon News we learn that in 1567 Thomas Wood with Cornelius
0'Keefs drove cattle from Washington through the Okanagan Valley to Xaz-
locps to provide sustenance for men working in the Caridoo region.
Wishing %o shorten the ledthy journey he decided to ranch in the sres
and in IB7T tock & homestead at the scuth end of Pelze-wash, later imown
a8 Vood's Lake, Thomas Wood became 3 wesltly zan owning “about ]JSDO
acres, the graater part of which 1s entirely range, and his property
extand’ fron the south end of long Lake up the sast side to the “mil-

road” which divides the lake in two, the southern partion of which is

on the Reserve, but after this date [1875] they gradually left
for other reserves until only the highly respected Chief Enoch,
Mr. and Mrs. Dave MacDougall and family and Mr. and Mrs. Victor
Boriot, remained.?3 These few people saw their land reduced by
another 17.56 acres since it became part of the Canadian
Northern Pacific Railway Company’s right of way.?!

At present there are four Okanagan Indian families living
on the reservation On of their number Ranger Robins informed me
that a rift exists between them and the Vernon Band since most
of the income from their reserve goes to the Vernon Band Chief
and his sons. Ranger, hopes that his three young children will
be well-educated so as to compete in the white man's world: his
wife will return to a secretarial job when the children are
older. None of the Indian men is skilled, so they work at any
available labouring job. Ranger, himself, is involved in
community life since he plays soccer, hockey and softball and
coaches minor hockey and soccer teams.

As Canada was explored through its waterways, so it was the
waterways of the Okanagan that first attracted settlers to this
region. From the Vernon News learn that in 1867 Thomas Wood with
Cornelius O‘Keefe drove cattle from Washington through the
Okanagan Valley to Kamloops to provide sustenance for men
working in the Cariboo region. Wishing to shorten the lengthy
journey he decided to ranch in the area and in 1871 took a
homestead at the south end of Pelme-wash, later known as Wood’s
Lake. Thomas Wood became a wealthy man owning “about 3800 acres,
the greater part of which is entirely range, and his property
extends from the south end of Long Lake up the east side to the
“railroad” which divides the lake in two, the southern partion
of which is
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generally known as Wood's Lake".’SThe firet plow and hay mower were

brought to Winfield by Wood: they were transported in pieces from

Sicasous by pack horses. Thomas Wood, one of the Fathers of the Okansgan, 25
was appointad the valley's senior justice of the peace in I375. In

1889 he married and his wife boxe a son in I891. 27 He named his house
Winfield: in 1920 the local inhaditants voted to apply that name to

the whole district. Prior to that the dist

t had been known aa Wood's
Lake although “there was & post office called Alvaston which cperated
fron 1909-1919~ 28

In 1870, an Oregon cattleman George W, Simpeon alsoc recognised
the valley's potential: he introduced both btreeding cattle and an iron
flour mill operated by a wvater wheel. 2 By the nid IB70's the nunber
of men in the Cariboo mines had decreased and thus the cattlemen looked
for new markets~ some making & two-year cattle drive to Chicago. b
Perhaps the lack of cattle markets encouraged diversification for by 1888
Edward Fostill bedir introduced alfalfa into the regicn nm‘::cc.n:‘m:r
oW Brapes and peamuts, O

The Vernmon News Bditorial of May 145h I891 suggested that "It

is tine for the people of the Okanmagan Country to abandon their....unbusi
ness nanner of cultivation and proceed on sounder principles and more
intelligent lines." Those commemts may have inspired the fermation of
The Okanagan and Spallumcheen Agricultural Association on June ISth I8SI
with two of its objectives being the disposal of the wheat crop and
exhibition of produce at the 7all faix,®

Setween 1593 and I899 another settler, Frank Sovetts bullt

A "crude hotal" and planted peach trees beside it, 3 He was doudtless

5

generally known as Wood’s Lake”?®. The first plow and hay
mower were brought to Winfield by Wood: they were
transported in pieces from Sicamous by pack horses.
Thomas Wood, one of the Fathers of the Okanagan,?® was
appointed the valley’s senior justice of the peace in
1875. In 1889 he married, and his wife bore a son in
1891.2?7 He named his house Winfield: in 1920 the local
inhabitants voted to apply that name to the whole
district. Prior to that the district had been known as
Wood’s Lake although “there was a post office called
Alvaston which operated from 1909-1919728

In 1870, an Oregon cattleman George W. Simpson also
recognised the valley’s potential: he introduced both
breeding cattle and an iron flour mill operated by a
water wheel. By the mid 1870’s the number of men in the
Cariboo mines had decreased and thus the cattlemen looked
for new markets- some making a two-year cattle drive to
Chicago.3? Perhaps the lack of cattle markets encouraged
diversification for by 1888 Edward, Postill had
introduced alfalfa into the region and was successfully
growing grapes and peanuts.3!

The Vernon News Editorial of May 14th 1891 suggested
that “It is time for the people of the Okanagan Country
to abandon their. . . .unbusiness manner of cultivation
and proceed on sounder principles and more intelligent
lines.” Those comments may have inspired the formation of
The Okanagan and Spallumcheen Agricultural Association on
June 18th 1891 with two of its objectives being the
disposal of the wheat crop and exhibition of produce at
the fall fair-3?

Between 1893 and 1899 another settler, Frank Bovette
built a “crude hotel” and planted peach trees beside
it.?3 He was doubtless
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stimulated into such activity because in I892 on May 12th, the Shushap
and Okanagan Railway was Ml.hﬂx’“ produce could be shipped %o faxr
distant citles, first by steaser to Okanagan Landing and then by mail
orbyunwhhmmuunbylumr. It takes time for trees to
uumlndmIWiArﬂwdbolonﬁhnm-nunnmwnndm
#4rst carload of apples (700 doxes] by sy of Kelowna %o the prairies.
In 1902 there was a 2.C. exposilion at +he Royal Horticultural Show in
'.anun.”:m next year, apples were exported for the first tisme % an
overseas market-the trial run vas %o Glasgow in Scm_"md.y’ Winfield,
Laucemw&mwnne!mnlloy.‘-dchlnndiun‘.nmummn
fd becauss the

catile breeding to rding: the on
lakes that had firet attrac od settlers also attracted dnv-la;{-m. no-
tably The Okanagan Land and Development Company Limited, This company
expanded the population of Winfield since it introduced capital to
buy large acreages, then sub-divided and improved them by irrigation.
Tempting advertisements were printed to luve settlers. Typical was the
one printed during IS9I in The Vemmon News, part of which reads, "The
opening of the Shushap and Okaragan Railway....will give great impetus
to the farming, fruit growing, gmasing and mining industries....This is
nwtmwmnnmy.....IvaMmhmmnmn
$10.00 to $20.00 per acre, The climate of this section cannot be excelled
on the American conmtinent,..Special inducements are offered to those
who propose building. Free sites will be given to parties establishing
industries.” 37, 8
Znunn'.n‘..hnoman:vumu:h-ChwhrAmd
Developmant Company built its own dock at Okanagan Centre, and in IS08

< ey
sheir delegates meti a group of prospective Tuyers. The pecple who

stimulated into such activity because in 1892 on May
12th, the Shushap and Okanagan Railway was completed 3¢:
produce could be shipped to fax distant cities, first
by steamer to Okanagan Landing and then by rail or by
cart to Kelowna and then by steamer. It takes time for
trees to mature and thus 1901 arrived before the
growers were ready to send the first carload of apples
[700 boxes] by way of Kelowna to the prairies. In 1902
there was a. B.C. exposition at the Royal Horticultural
Show in London.3 The next year, apples were exported
for the first time to an overseas market-the trial run
was to Glasgow in Scotland.?® Winfield, in accord with
the rest of the valley had changed its main industry
from cattle breeding to orcharding: the transformation
occurred because the lakes that had first attracted
settlers also attracted developers, notably The
Okanagan Land and Development Company Limited. This
company expanded the population of Winfield since it
introduced capital to buy large acreages, then sub-
divided and improved them by irrigation. Tempting
advertisements were printed to lure settlers. Typical
was the one printed during 1891 in the Vernon News,
part of which reads "the opening of the Shushap and

Okanagan Railway.. . .will give great impetus
to the farming, fruit growing, grazing and mining
industries...This is a great chance to make money...

Improved lands can be bought at from $10.00 to $20.00
per acre. The climate of this section cannot be
excelled on the American continent. .Special
inducements are offered to those who propose building.
Free sites will be given to parties establishing
industries.” 37,38

Interest in the Okanagan rose and so the Okanagan
Land and Development Company built its own dock at
Okanagan Centre, and in 1908 their delegates met a
group of prospective buyers.3? The people who
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settled in Winfield during this time appreciated the changes that made
their homes less remote, Until 1885 the few Winfield settlers aocguired
thelir necesaities froa Kamloops: or from a little general gtore at
Okanagan Mission; in I885 a general store opened in Vernon and in 1887
a Hudson's Say Store opened there also. Winfield's first store opened
1n 7970 “and 1ts firet resd motel, the lake Shore Imn in the 1920's:
this inn had previocusly been situated in Cyama, but was transported

%0 ita new site st the south end of Wood Lake by two bargea, The I908
settlers witnessed the extension of the telephone service. From I891 to
I515 there had been one line only, running from Postill's Hanch to

Tom Wood's Ranch: 1t was just five niles in lenth and had cost $55 per
nile. *5 1n 1915 vinfleld's second telephone came into operation

and in 1927 Winfield vesidents could phone both the Lower Mainland and
the United States directly,

These carly settlsrs witneased the growth of asil services.
Twlce nuly’nu»;u:nn( trips were made by James Wardle via the Dewdney
Trail to Hope. A post office opened at Okanagan Misslon in I672 and a
sasiger, Chaxles lavson, was the first B carrter. 7 From 1873, mau1
arrived via Cache Creek and Joseph Brent of the 3.X. Stage Company rode
from 0'Ksefe (Vernon) to Ckasagan Mission, ° From I881 James leighton
drove s mall stage along the same route: this scouted orse weekly from
April to October and twice monthly from November to March. »

Medical services were not sasily obtained for the early set-
tlers, Kelowna's (and therefore Winfield's) first doctor estabdlished
residence in 1804, ° At the furn of the century the first demtist, Dr.
ot until IGST did Winfleld acquire

Sob Mathison, settled in Kelowna. 5y
s

& Tesident medical practitioner and the first reaident dentist setiled

settled in Winfield during this time appreciated the
changes that made their homes less remote. Until 1865 the
few Winfield settlers acquired their necessities from
Kamloops: or from a little general store at Okanagan
Mission; in 1885 a general store opened in Vernon and in
1887 a Hudson’s Bay Store opened there also. Winfield’s
first store opened in 1910 %4 and its first real motel, the
Lake Shore Inn in the 1920’s: this inn had previously been
situated in Oyama, but was transported to its new site at
the south end, of Wood Lake by two barges. The 1908
settlers witnessed the extension of the telephone service.
From 1891 to 1915 there had been one line only, running
from Postill’s Ranch to Tom Wood’s Ranch: it was just five
miles in length and had cost $55 per mile®. In 1915
Winfield’s second telephone came into operation and, in
1927 Winfield residents could phone both the Lower Mainland
and the United States directly.?%®

These early settlers witnessed the growth of mail
services. Twice yearly, mail-packing trips were made by
James Wardle via the Dewdney Trail to Hope. A post office
opened at Okanagan Mission in 1872 and a rancher Charles
Lawson, was the first mail carrier.?’ From 1873, mail
arrived via Cache Creek and Joseph Brent of the B.X. Stage
Company rode from O‘Keefe (Vernon) to Okanagan Mission.*®
From 1881 James Leighton drove a mail stage along the same
route: this occurred once weekly from April to October and
twice monthly from November to March.*®

Medical services were not easily obtained for the
early settlers. Kelowna’s (and therefore Winfield’s) first
doctor established residence in 1894.°° At the turn of the
century the first dentist, Dr. Bob Mathison, settled in
Kelowna.®! Not until 1955 did Winfield acquire a resident
medical practitioner %2 and the first resident dentist
settled
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Fot all early settlers arrived in nlpoe- to realtors ad-

veriizements but in common with recent settlers some came because of
¢ Paggan

medical advice, Hence Ethel Armcld (nee Mo Gawehy) azrived hese in the
sarly 1300's with her pavents, three sisters and six trothers. This
family introduced tabacco growding-it failed; they introduced a mink
I “Jnylu.—wdlcdna:mulioodmln

farm in 1923, Two years later one bxother expanded the business by
collecting cream from all the local farms; he transported it into
Kelowna Cresmery in a Ford truck and today his son Lloyd continues o
txuck for the large Noca Dairy which is a cooperative venture serving

the Shugwap-Okanagan ares. >

Tthel illustrated the role of the early female settlers, At
sixteen, her slsters married and her jarents dead, she was Tesponsible
for rurning the household for her six older brothers. Ethel married and
left home: within six menths all her brothers were alsc married!

Other sarly and more recent settlers arrived by chance: they
saw ihe country and liked vhat thay saw. Arther Amold's father, Jack,
was one such person, With his «ife and two children he had alnost
starved on & yrairie farm, so they fled %o Ontaric. In ISII, Jack
grasped at a job opportunity: he escorted a tean of two horses, some
chicken, & pig, & cow and a Shetland pory fxva Ontaric % Clenmore. 35
On arvival he helped build the house and established the fams, Then he
sought & 1/2 acres in ¥infield and sent for hls fanily, In the Spring
of 1913 they travelled by tmain from Ontario Yarnon, by steaner to

Okansgan Centre whers they and their two trunks were set down- but no

in 1973. %3

Not all early settlers arrived in response to realtors
advertisements but in common with recent settlers some came
because of medical advice. Hence Ethel Arnold (nee Duggan)
arrived in the early 1900’s with her parents, three sisters and
six brothers. This family introduced tobacco growing-it failed;
they introduced a mink farm-most escaped: undefeated, they
started a dairy on their Woodsdale farm in 1923. Two years
later one brother expanded the business by collecting cream
from all the local farms; he transported it into Kelowna
Creamery in a Ford truck and today his son Lloyd continues to
truck for the large Noca Dairy which is a cooperative venture
serving the Shuswap-Okanagan area.>*

Ethel illustrated the role of the early female settlers.
At sixteen, her sisters married and her parents dead, she was
responsible for running the household for her six older
brothers. Ethel married and left home: within six months all
her brothers were also married!

Other early and more recent settlers arrived by chance:
they saw the country and liked what they saw. Arthur Arnold’s
father, Jack, was one such person. With his wife and two
children he had almost starved on a prairie farm, so they fled
to Ontario. In 1911, Jack grasped at a job opportunity: he
escorted a team of two horses, some chicken, a pig, a cow and a
Shetland pony from Ontario to Glenmore. On arrival he helped
build the house and established the farm. Then he bought 1/2
acres in Winfield and sent for his family. In the Spring of
1913 they travelled by train from Ontario to Vernon, by steamer
to Okanagan Centre where they and their two trunks were set
down- but no
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familisr face was there %o greet them, Arthur, then a chil)d of thrwe
years, chuckles as he says, "The mail was as slow then as it is now and
Zather 444 not know when %o expect us.” A kind hearted stranger madk &nqui~
ries as to the location of the sito and then drove them in his cart up
a very steep incline, over the crest of the hill, along the dench to
sheir home- & tent, Arthu= vemeabsred thati there was nothing in that
tent, but people gathered around and loaned mattresses; they drank from
eapty milk cans, Jack arrived that evening after a four hour walk hone
frem his carpentering job at Ellisons. % Arthur vecalls that during
the course of that job his father walked homa twice weekly to visit his
family: during his spare tine he built a house and planted an apple
orchard with berry bushes interspersed smongst the trees, Within thxwe
goars and with only two inches of Slade remaining on his shovel, the
task was complete, Jack Armold would leave home 8% J &.8, % be mmongst
the first to lcad his fruit onto the steamer which wms the first stage
of the jourmey to the prairies.

Mrs. Jack Amnold was no less busy than her hustand, The nearest
store waa at Okanagan Centre and during winter ime a steep, muddy or
icy road made the journey A10ficult and at times impoassitle, So this
enterprising lady not only corresponded with the mail crder berry clients
of the prairies tut she also operated 2 goneral store from her own home.
Despite their long working hours the Armolds found time for fun. Afier
surviving a tmain crash and after being stranded on the Okanagan Centre
whare for cver a month the ArnoM's planc along with their furmiture
arrived at ¥infield and both parents shared their love of music with

their children, They encouraged their children to swis and sled in

familiar face was there to greet them. Arthur, then a
child of three years, chuckles as he says, "The mail was
as slow then as it is now and father did not know when to
expect us.” A kind hearted stranger made inquiries as to
the location of the site and then drove them in his cart
up a very steep incline, over the crest of the hill along
the bench to their home- a tent. Arthur remembered that
there was nothing in that tent, but people gathered
around and loaned mattresses; they drank from empty milk
cans. Jack arrived that evening after a four hour walk
home from his carpentering job at Ellisons. %% Arthur
recalls that during the course of that job his father
walked home twice weekly to visit his family: during his
spare time he built a house and planted an apple orchard
with berry bushes interspersed amongst the trees. Within
three years and with only two inches of blade remaining
on his shovel, the task was complete. Jack Arnold would
leave home at 3 a.m. to be amongst the first to load his
fruit onto the steamer which was the first stage of the
journey to the prairies.

Mrs. Jack Arnold was no less busy than her husband.
The nearest store was at Okanagan Centre and during
winter time a steep, muddy or icy road made the journey
difficult and at times impossible. So this enterprising
lady not only corresponded with the mail order berry
clients of the prairies but she also operated a general
store from her own home. Despite their long working hours
the Arnolds found time for fun. After surviving a train
crash and after being stranded on the Okanagan Centre
wharf for over a month the Arnold’s piano along with
their furniture arrived at Winfield and both parents
shared their love of music with their children. They
encouraged their children to swim and sled in
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addition w}“-;;--.: chores one of which ws %o collect the mail at the
Okasagan Centze Post Offtce.
Most of the settlers arriving here during the early part of
the 20th century i mpc{u 0 the Okanagan land Company's advertisements
were of British,Scottish or Irish nationality, However, one advertisesent
saw the beginnings of the Japanese community. Denbel (Sigh) Xobayashs
was awarded s contract in I508 %o plant 800 acres of frult trees for the
land Company. He, and his brother George, sponsored other workers from
Japan o 1ived in a camp. A few years later, in 1916, Elijiro Koyana and
s n:-nmmmmuu{hm«.a-vm;mmumn o W.R.
Foxley's landy ilij 420 used a teaz of W.R. Posley's horses to move his
Zanily to Winfisld from the Coldstrean Ranch in Vernon where he had work-

ed as a foresan since 1907, For the first few years the Koyasas grew

strawberries, but then went into daify faxmi One of their

still lives on that farm,which is now managed by a grandson.
More setilers arrived to work at logging, Setween 1907 and

1910 the Vestern 3ottom lLands B ware cleared by Johnston and Cargwell

=

whose boat the"Maud Allen" towed the logs %o a saw aill at the end of
Long lake. later, logsing commenced in Fir Valley, the logs arriving at
Woods Lake by means of a chute. & By 1922 residents saw the first log-
glng track and the Nunson's sa aill was opersting in Winfield by 1927, o
The stesmers that travelled on Okanagan Lake froam Okaragar
Zanding & to Fenticton vers ~The 1ink vith the rest of the world. ®
During the IS80's the ploneer frelghter, Captain Thomas Shorts, rowed
or salled a large open boat between O"Keefe's and Panticton. By 1886
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addition to their chores one of which was to collect the mail
at the Okanagan Centre Post Office.>’

Most of the settlers arriving here during the early part
of the 20th century in response to the Okanagan Land Company’s
advertisements were of British, Scottish or Irish nationality.
However, one advertisement saw the beginnings of the Japanese
community. Denbei (Sigh) Kobayashi was awarded a contract in
1908 to plant 800 acres of fruit trees for the Land Company.
He, and his brother George, sponsored other workers from Japan
who lived in a camp. A few years later, In 1916, Elijiro Koyama
and his wife Fumi bought 20 acres of land on the Winfield flats
next to W.R. Powley’s land; Elijiro used a team of W.R.
Powley’s horses to move his family to Winfield from the
Coldstream Ranch in Vernon where he had worked as a foreman
since 1903. For the first few years the Koyamas grew
strawberries, but then went into dairy farming, One of their
daughters still lives on that farm. which is now managed by a
grandson. 8

More settlers arrived to work at logging. Between 1907 and
1910 the Western Bottom Lands were cleared by Johnston and
Carswell whose boat the "Maud Allen" towed the logs to a saw
mill at the end of Long Lake. Later, logging commenced in Fir
Valley, the logs arriving at Woods Lake ¢ by means of a chute.®
By 1922 residents saw the first logging truck and the Munson’s
saw mill was operating in Winfield by 1927.%¢2

The steamers that travelled on Okanagan Lake from Okanagan
Landing °® to Penticton were "The link with the rest of the
world.” 3% During the 1880’s the pioneer freighter, Captain
Thomas Shorts, rowed or sailed a large open boat between
O'Keefe's and Penticton. By 1886
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however, in 1898 his business wmpnim\m Canadian Pacific
Hallway and its Steamers. & The first of the C.P.R. steamers, the 55
63

tor stern wheeler 5.5, Aberdeen, began service on May 3xd 1893,
It was succeeded by the 8.5, Ckanagan and then the S.S. Sicancus. Tho&’ -
return journey from Penticton to Okansgan landing required two days.
An slternative water route offered 1tgelf in IGIO on completion of the
canal 5 satueen Vood Lake and Ealamalka lake: Johnaton and Cargwell's
steas boat the 5.5, Maud Allen transported people and cargp Zron Voodsdale
(Winfield) %o the head of Kalamalka Lake and from there the passengers
travelled by stage to Vermon. 69, ™

Many people preferzed the watex journey to Vernon rather than
the lengthy road journey which was an alternative since in 1875, for
the sus of 823,000 Prilip Parke had built a vagon road from 0"Keefe's
to Okanagan Misslon: * The scontractor has completed this work in a mu;l
creditable sanner, and the road is one of the best on the main land.”
A stopping place was tuilt in Winfleld at the top of Robinson's hill scie
time after 1504, 72 Por the sall-stage, ermon-Kelowna jourmey was & two
day affaiz 2 and 1t left Vernon three times weekly. ™ The stage road
\as changsd and ixgroved 4n 1910 72 and by the 1920's cars and trocks were
begianing to replace the stesmers. In 1923 the Canadian sational Railway
was built through the land where Thomas Wood's house once stood.
The first train tzavelled from Vemmon to Kelowna in 1926 77 tus re-
ducing lake traffic so shat in 1935 the S.S". Sicamous discontimued the
passenger service. aigration in the Okanagan continued and
although the present YVerson-Kelowna road Higmay 97 was completed in 1943,

11
he owned the first steamer on the lake the “Mary Victoria

Greenhow”: however, in 1898 his business collapsed when faced
with the complication of the Canadian Pacific Railway and its
Steamers.® The first of the C.P.R. steamers, 554 ton stern
wheeler S.S. Aberdeen, began service on May 3rd 1893.°° It was
succeeded by the S.S. Okanagan and then the S.S. Sicamous. The
return journey from Penticton to Okanagan Landing required two
days.%® %" An alternative water route offered itself in 1910 on
completion of the canal between Wood Lake and Kalamalka Lake:
Johnston and Carswell’s steam boat the S.S. Maud Allen
transported people and cargo from Woodsdale (Winfield) to the
head of Kalamalka Lake and from there the passengers

travelled by stage to Vernon.%% 70

Many people preferred the water journey to Vernon rather
than the lengthy road journey which was an alternative since
in 1875, for the sum of $23,000 Philip Parke had built a wagon
road from 0"Keefe’s to Okanagan Mission: "The contractor has
completed this work in a most creditable manner, and the road
is one of the best on the main land.”’! A stopping place was
built in Winfield at the top of Robinson’s hill some time
after 1904.7? For the mail-stage the Vernon-Kelowna journey
was a two day affair and it left Vernon three times weekly.”
The stage road was changed and improved in 1910 and by the
1920’s cars and trucks were beginning to replace the steamers.
In 1923 the Canadian National Railway was built through the
land where Thomas Wood’s house once stood.’® The first train
travelled from Vernon to Kelowna in 1926 thus reducing lake
traffic so that in 1935 the S .S. Sicamous discontinued the
to passenger service.’® Meanwhile migration in the Okanagan
continued and although the present Vernon-Kelowna road Highway
97 was completed in 1948.
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yot, in I970 a am:\r commented that from Penticton to Vermon “you'ze
in heavy , fast toaffic, lota of the big semis and R,V.'s ;.. on an

Wlnvmmlmhr

inadequate road with never a passing lane.
of passing lanes and continual upgrading.
From 1929 to I931 "the driest period on record in the Okanagan

valley* was recorded. 0 casorso recalled that "1931 to 1938 tines were
very difficult ,.. sany individual farmers dumped practically their emti-
re crop” &1 Even so other crchardists sent boxms of frult % thelr pralrie
neighbours, Such gifts may have encouraged the rapid influx of migrants from
the prairies after World War II. 8 Additionally the Vetarans land Act Lot
brought in sany New Canadians, The completion of the Rogers Pass Highway
in 1962 led o another boom in real estate and by 1964 many small acresges

mr.mummmwnnpmmﬁmmrm.asa

new industry, Vinfield's Gray Monk Vinery bottled its first wine tn 1980, °°
Who ave the newest settlers? Many axe from the prairies- they
have come to retire asay from a harsh climate, Others still come frva
Surope %o the land of opportunity as 414 our Yugoslavian baker. The sost
obvious newly arrived settlers are the few coloured faxilies, three of
whos are East Indian Sikhs and ‘.hxw:*;- are of East Indian descent
but from the FLji fslands. All of these families have arrived during the
late I960's and early I970's. They too enjoy the acenery and the climate
and they appreclate the opportunity to have a good 1life style, tut they
have concerns. Despite their attempe to become Canadianizedin dress (my
informant Jogiader Sandiu, had his hatr cut on arrival in Candda and no
longer wexrs a turban,) ;ou: adults and childven suffer from insults
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yet, in 1970 a rancher commented that from Penticton to Vernon
“you’re in heavy, fast traffic, lots of the big semis and
R.V.’s .. on an inadequate road with never a passing lane”.7?
Now there are a number of passing lanes and continual
upgrading.

From 1929 to 1931 “the driest period on record in the
Okanagan valley was recorded.® Casorso recalled that “1931 to
1938 times were very difficult many individual farmers
dumped practically their entire crop”® Even so other
orchardists sent boxes of fruit to their prairie neighbours®2.
Such gifts may have encouraged the rapid influx of migrants
from the prairies after World War II.® Additionally the
Veterans Land Act brought in many New Canadians. The
completion of the Rogers Pass Highway in 1962 led to another
boom in real estate and by 1964 many small acreages and farms
in the Central Okanagan were planted with grape vines % a new
industry Winfield's Gray Monk Winery bottled its first wine in
1980.86

Who are the newest settlers? Many are from the prairies-
they have come to retire away from a harsh climate. Others
still come from Europe to the land of opportunity as did our
Yugoslavian baker. The most obvious newly arrived settlers are
the few coloured families, three of whom are East Indian Sikhs
and three others who are of East Indian descent but from the
Fiji islands. All of these families have arrived during the
late 1960’s and early 1970’s. They too enjoy the scenery and
the climate and they appreciate the opportunity to have a good
life style, but they have concerns. Despite their attempts to
become Canadianised in dress (my informant Jogiader Sandhu,
had his hair cut on arrival in Canada and no longer wears a
turban.) Both adults and children suffer from insults
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hurled at them by ignorant Caucasians, Hopefully the next generation will
be more %ol srant and more like Wilton R, Pouley one of Winfield's early
ploneexs: he homesteaded in Winfield in ISI2 and his son V.R, Powley
wrote that he had respect for people of other origins as is indicated
by the fact that & Foune= friend, Sax Xoyama, vas a jall-bearer at his
funersl in I971. In addition, besides deing Chalrman of the School Scard
and a directer of Winfield Coopermtive Growers Wilton Powley "grew onions
and potatoes on A share basis wdth a Chinese naned Vong Jim who wes highly
respected by all who knew hia®. 8 All the long time residents that I
interviewed have stressed that there wvas previcualy no racial diperi-
sination: the three mcial groups intermingled at work and play.

Winfteld's recent population explosion is clear w the eye for
during the last ten years thrwe sub-divisions have been evected sach with
betwesn 75 and 250 homes, In addition, there axe & residential traller
parks that have commenced.operstions since the sarly 1960's. This last
population explosion haa occurred for several reasons one of which ls the
employment oppdpunity offered by Hirms Valker and Sons Limitad that requir-
od approxiastely 200 employees when it started production in I971. -
Vangiard Trailer Limited started production in I970 wiih 200 employees
a nunber that has fluctuated %o a high of approxisstely 600 employees
in ZW&;';xvazzt'.on has docreased and only 200 pecple are presently employed
with more lay-offs tirestsned because of the prevalling eccnomic situa~
tion, Though there are few other employment opportunities in Winfleld
its pleasant rural setting attracts dormitery residents who work in
Vernon or Kelowna.

More pecple meas more facilities so shopping facilitien vere

updated, one Mall opening in I976-77 and the other in 1979, A Sowling
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hurled at them by ignorant Caucasians. Hopefully the next
generation will be more tolerant and more like Wilton R. Powley
one of Winfield's early pioneers: he homesteaded in Winfield in
1912 and his son W.R. Powley wrote that he had respect for
people of other origins as is indicated by the fact that a
Japanese friend, Sax Koyama, was a pall-bearer at his funeral in
1971. In addition, besides being Chairman of the School Board
and a director of Winfield Cooperative Growers, Wilton Powley
“grew onions and potatoes on a share basis with a Chinese named
Wong Jim who was highly respected by all who knew him".®" All
the long time residents that I interviewed have stressed that
there was previously no racial discrimination: the three racial
groups intermingled at work and play.

Winfield’s recent population explosion is clear to the eye
for during the last ten years three sub-divisions have been
erected each with between 75 and 250 homes. In addition, there
are 4 residential trailer parks that have commenced operations
since the early 1960’s. This last population explosion has
occurred for several reasons one of which is the employment
opportunity offered by Hiram Walker and Sons Limited that
required approximately 200 employees when it started production
in 1971.% Vanguard Trailer Limited started production in 1970
with 200 employees a number that has fluctuated to a high of
approximately 600 employees in 1978%%2; production has decreased
and only 200 people are presently employed with more lay-offs
threatened because of the prevailing economic situation. though
there are few other employment opportunities in Winfield its
pleasant rural setting attracts dormitory residents who work in
Vernon or Kelowna.

More people means more facilities so shopping facilities
were updated, one Mall opening in 1976-77 and the other in 1979.
A Bowling

New Section 1 Page 15



November-22-11
8PM

Lane has been cpersting since I979 and the Senlor Activity Centar opened

in I9N along with the Recreation Complex. The Arts have not been neglec-
ted for apart from the library which first opened its door in 1937 there

is an active Oceola Arts Council which promotes the work of local artistsand
organises fashion shows with clothes designed and created in Vinfleld;

in addition the Ucuncil encourages local musical talent and organices

The Composara Festival which attracts people both from across Canads and
Burope.

ALl events of Winfield interest are published once weeily in the
Calendgr. Just three or four pages at first this newspaper was started on
March 26th 195 by th e Womens Ingtitute; it was subsequently upgraded by
the Kelowna's Hospital Auxilixry -Winfield Branch which produced it monthly
from April I973 until 1979 when it was sold ¢ the present owner Jack
McCaxthy,

Schools have alsc been upgraded. Duck Lake school the first one,
was built by volunteer um»xzn:ma.eqfu:yuanllur the first meeting
of Woods lake School District took place and a year later, I910, s new
school was opened. Its facilities were quickly outgrown and in I923 a new
Slementary School that is still in cperstion was opened on Serry Road,

mmommhummmqm.”

A two room

Seventh Day Adventist school was also in operation at the tisme, ’qwt.htx'
«lementary school, on Woods Lake road opened in I967 and a further slementa-
ry school is due to start operstion in September IS84, George Elllot High
School commenced its 1ife in I959; prior to that time the students attended
Rutland High School and before that gtudents journeyed o Oysma,

For an educational trip the ISEQ -school childven may visit tho latest

Vinfield attraction the Westfield farms which is both a breeding fam for
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Lane has been operating since 1979 and the Senior Activity
Center opened in I979 along with the Recreation Complex. The
Arts have not been neglected for apart from the library which
first opened its door in 1937 there is an active Oceola Arts
Council which promotes the work of local artists and
organizes fashion shows with clothes designed and created in
Winfield.; in addition the Council encourages local musical
talent and organizes The Composers Festival which attracts
people both from across Canada and Europe.

All events of Winfield interest are published once weekly
in The Calendar. Just three or four pages at first ,this
newspaper was started on March 26th 1956 by the Women's
Institute; it was subsequently upgraded by the Kelowna’s
Hospital Auxiliary -Winfield Branch which produced it monthly
from April 1973 until 1979 when it was sold to the present
owner Jack McCarthy.

Schools have also been upgraded. Duck Lake school the
first one, was built by volunteer labour in 1899.%° Ten years
later the first meeting of Woods Lake School District took
place and a year later, 1910, a new school was opened. Its
facilities were quickly outgrown and in 1923 a new Elementary
School that is still in operation was opened on Berry Road,
and the old building became the first Community Hall.®® A two
room Seventh Day Adventist school was also in operation at the
time. Another elementary school, on Woods Lake road opened in
1967 and a further elementary school is due to start operation
in September 1984. George Elliot High School commenced its
life in 1959; prior to that time the students attended Rutland
High School and before that students journeyed to Oyama. °! For
an educational trip the 1983 -school children may visit the
latest Winfield attraction ,the Westfield farms which is both
a breeding farm for
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Hanoverian horses and also a center for teaching riding

i 92
Hanoverian horses and also a center for teaching riding siills. 92 skills.
s ot iy WSy Basic entertainment has not changed greatly through the
Clara 3alley Hallam, a resident from 1506 onwards, reported that "we might years. Clara Bailey Hallam, a resident from 1904 onwards,

reported that “we might go to Marshall'‘s who were all

80 %0 Marshall's who were all musical, or there would be a dedbate, or some- N
' ' musical, or there would be a debate, or someone would put on

one would put on & play. In winter, we skated...and pecple would come from a play. In winter, we skated...and people would come from

ever 30 far for dances.” 72'% W.R, Pouley remsubered, "we used to ride ever so far for dances.”?°" W. H. Powley remembered, “we used
" . 95 < to ride around in a row boat... and sing.”® Picnics and

BIURE A & B Ve < O S BHOCAP St ELSTRLE B Siou vl baseball games attracted their clientele®, as did horse

thetx cliantale, *° as ¢4 horse macing. ' By 1928 the few with broadoast racing.?” By 1928 the few with broadcast receivers could

listen in to Radio-Amateur George Dunn’s Dawn Patrol [live
and recorded music running from Saturday evenings to 5 a.m.
and recorfed susic running from Saturday evenings to 5 a.a. Sunday sernings] Sunday mornings]beside the Sunday morning and evening church
beside the Sunday momming and evening church services btroadcast via Ceorge services broadcast via George from Kelowna. In 1931 the
C.K.0.V. began broadcasting regularly® and by 1946 C.J.I.B,
(Vernon) also began regular daily broadcasting.?® Television
1948 C.J.1.3, (Vernon) also began regular dally broadossting. *° Televi- made its debut by way of Kelowna in 1957.100

sion made its debut by way of Kelowna in 1957, 290

receivers could listen in to Radio-Amateur George Dunn's Dasn Patzol [live

from Kelowna., In 1931 the C.K.0.V. began btroadcasting regularly and by

As facilities for residents increased so did facilities
for visitors. When the McCoubrey family arrived here in 1946
visitors. When the McCoubrey fanily sxrived here in I96 adess to the beach access to the beach at the south end of Wood Lake was easy.
1943 the highway o However in 1948 the highway to Vernon started before World
War II- was completed 191 and by 1953 3 camping motel-camps
had opened and so there was less beach accessible to
motel-camps had opened and oo there was lesa beach accessitle o rd}unu. residents. So many cars were in use that the Canadian
So many cars were in use that the Canadten National Railway o d 1ta National Railway ceased its passenger service from Vernon to

102 Kelowna during the late 1950’s.102 In 1962 the Rogers Pass was

Passenger saxvios from Vernon to Kelowns during the late I190's. completed giving easy access to the Okanagan to Albertans.
In I962 the Rogers Pass was completed giving sasy access to the Okanagan Axel Larson who bought one of the primitive auto camps
enlarged and modernised it and others followed suit. Now
there are 8 camping complex's with beach frontage; only one
larged and modernised it and others followed suit. Now there are 8 camping small public access for boats and a small public park donated

complexes with beach frontage; only ome s=all public acess for boats and by the Lions Club remains to be enjoyed by the residents.

As facilities for residents increased so did facllitiss for

at the south end of Wood Lake was easy, However in

Vernon-started before World War II- was completed 101 o by 1953 ) canping

“
%0 Albertans., Axel Larson who bought one of the primitive auto nl‘p,\m-

s small public park donated by the Liona Club remains to be enjoyed by the

residents,
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Eating out in Winfleld can be s mstroncmic adventure as at
Vood Lake Inn or rather zore homely with a cholce of 9 restaurants, &
sundowmer can be enjoyed in the lounge of the four year old nine-hole
817 course which was crested entirely by its owners Azand and Ann Koble,
“refugoes”fron Edmonton's cold winter,

The first few settlers in the Ninfield area were ssrved by iti-
nerant priests or ministers. Mass was said in private homes approximately
every three months by the Homan Catholic missionaxy priest Father Carlyle
whose area extended from Penticton to the Head of the lake (Yermon).

By the early IS0's a church bullding was bullt in Oyama. After the 193%-
1565 war o great influx of Catholics into the aes necessitated z second
chureh and 8o &n 1988 St, Bdwds “O* wma built in Vinfleld, The first
Festdent iest vas 2ot appotated unstl 1985, 105

The Anglican history is similar since the first service was held
in Priest Valley in IB80 by the Bishop Sillitoe who, sccompanied by his

¥ife, travelled on horse back from New Westmtster, 10
107,

Ten yoars later,
if not before, they pald a retusn vigit, n IP09 the first ainigter,
$he Rev, 3ulikley, was appointed %o Okanagan Centre; in I928 the Parish of
Voodsdale was formed and St. Margaret's Anglican Church was built in
¥infield by 1931, A new Anglican church hall vas a-umud';l:n”tn Seaton
& prominent pioneer ldfo‘,”

The Rev, Janes Tuzner, -"‘sm- ~Bags Missionary” was the first
Methodist mtnister appointed in 1885, ‘*° Netrodiats buslt a chureh tn
Oyama in I9I9; it served the United Church from the 4ime of Uniom in 1925

L sead vt
until 1932, The lft United Churchly the Rev. A. Nofillan lived in Okanagan
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Eating out in Winfield can be a gastronomic adventure as at
Wood Lake Inn or rather more homely with a choice of 9
restaurants. A sundowner can be enjoyed in the lounge of the
four year old nine-hole golf course which was created entirely
by its owners Amand and Ann Koble, refugees from Edmonton’s cold
winter.

The first few settlers in the Winfield area were served by
itinerant priests or ministers. Mass was said in private homes
approximately every three months by the Roman Catholic
missionary priest Father Carlyle whose area extended from
Penticton to the Head of the Lake (Vernon). By the early 1940’s
a church building was built in Oyama. After the 1939- 1945 war a
great influx of Catholics into the area necessitated a second
church and so in 1948 St. Edwards !% was built in Winfield. The
first 1042 resident priest was not appointed until 1955.105

The Anglican history is similar since the first service was
held in Priest Valley in 1880 by the Bishop Sillitoe who,
accompanied by his wife, travelled on horse back from New
Westmister.!9® Ten years later, if not before, they paid a return
visit.07 In 1909 the first minister, the Rev. Bulkley, was
appointed to Okanagan Centre; in 1928 the Parish of Woodsdale
was formed, and St. Margaret’s Anglican Church was built in
Winfield by 1931. A new Anglican church hall was dedicated in
1983 to Eva Seaton a prominent pioneer wife.108

The Rev. James Turner, “the Saddle-Bags Missionary” was the
first Methodist minister appointed in 1885.19% Methodists built a
church in Oyama in 1919; it served the United Church from the
time of Union in 1925 until 1932. The second United Church
minister, the Rev. A. McMillan lived in Okanagan
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Landing. During the winter he took the Saturday steamer to Okanagan Centre
and preached. Then, if the roads vere passible, somecne would drive hia
to Winfield for another sexvice, He returmed home on Mondays boat. In
good weather ha drove on altermate Sundays to 0.K. Centre or Winfleld,
In wet weather ghe Commenage road was impossidle so he would drive by the
Wy of Vernon-on the present Highwmy §7-with his wife and child, “ankle
doep in mud laying down the gumny sacks in front of the wheels”, 1C

In 1932 the United Chuxch building in Ellison was taken dowm,
moved to Winfleld and re-@rected in its original form. After it was gutted
by fire in I965 a nev building was erected, A% the present tine the United
Cluxch Wom®A  rm o Thrift Shop which earma as much as $12,000 anu~
ally.

Several other dsnominations also serve the community namely
the Seventh Day Adventist Chuxch built in I947 and dedicated in ISS1,
the Misgicnary Church founded in 1948, a Xingtom Hall dating from ___
and the Alliance Church formed in 1382, 11

During the weekend many local people are church goers but
during the week they work and many long time residents are orchandists,
Orcharding and irrigation are inseparable, As laprovements have taken
place in the latter so growth in the former has occurred, The irrigation
syaten now owned by Winfield and Okansgan Centre Distxict ( ¥.0,C.I.D.)
was origimally constructed in I%09 by a private company, Maddock Sros.
Ltd, ., Later that year it became the property of the Okanagan Valley
Land Co. Limited. During those early years the water was carried from
Seaver Lake by open fluzas. 112 Just as Vestern farmers struggled
agalnst financial interests from outaide the axea 20 414 local people

struggle aginst vested interest in the irrigtion system complaining

17

Landing. During the winter he took the Saturday steamer to
Okanagan Centre and preached. Then, if the roads were passible,
someone would drive him to Winfield for another service. He
returned home on Mondays boat. In good weather he drove on
alternate Sundays to 0.K. Centre or Winfield. In wet weather the
Commonage road was impossible so he would drive by the way of
Vernon-on the present Highway 97-with his wife and child, “ankle

deep in mud laying down the gunny sacks in front of the wheels”.
110

In 1932, the United Church building in Ellison was taken
down moved to Winfield and re-erected in its original form. After
it was gutted by fire in 1949 a new building was erected. At the
present time the United Church Women run a Thrift Shop which
earns as much as $12,000 annually.

Several other denominations also serve the community, namely
the Seventh Day Adventist Church built in 1947 and dedicated in
1951, the Missionary Church founded in 1948, a Kingdom Hall
dating from and the Alliance Church formed in 1982.11%

During the weekend many local people are church goers but
during the week they work, and many long time residents are
orchardists. Orcharding and irrigation are inseparable. As
improvements have taken place in the latter so growth in the
former has occurred. The irrigation system now owned by Winfield
and Okanagan Centre District (W.0.C.I.D) was originally
constructed in 1909 by a private company, Maddock Bros. Ltd.
Later that year it became the property of the Okanagan Valley
Land Co. Limited. During those early years the water was carried
from Beaver Lake by open flumes.!!? Just as Western farmers
struggled against financial interests from outside the area so
did local people struggle against vested interest in the
irrigation system complaining
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that the cast was toco high and the system unsatisfactory., The Westemn
Canada Irrigation Association formed in IS07 had its second meeting in
Vernon ta 79081 7 in 1912 the assoclation asked that the Provincial
government prepare legislation for ™water districts aith a common scurce
of water to be set up to handle the development and distribution ....
funds % be loaned by government for purchase of the systes and thelr
isprovesent and oxuu:an'.“" It needed a western born Prime Minister
to recognise that reclamation was a federal rather than a local mattery
hence the Ag-icultural Rehabilitation and Development Act that becane
law during John George Diefanbaker's ters of office between IG57 and 1963,
In the meantime, in 1930 a private company consisting of local,

1 ls vas 4 the ¥.0.C,I.D.~ and the following

year & storage dan vas constructed on Crooked Lake. '3 In March I943

the trustees of V,0,0.I.D, discussed the future of the irrigation systea
with senbers of the Water Boaxd, udlmkkwuuwdm::h in-
wyestigative trips to Seaver mnd Crooked Lakes, In Septeaber IP4J a member
unged that “the domestic water situation would have to be thoroughly
locked into one day soon, Sach year a larger proportion of the water
supply vas being used for domestic purposes”. On October Bth 1543 there
was another plea for increased water rates since “the District needed
money for the dan®. The entry for Decemder 5ith ISGL notes that the dam

was completed, However, a trustes asked on June 6th IG45 “if there was some
way to keep dirty water out of the systen"-38 years later Vinfleld redidents
contime to ask that question! By Novenber IS5 1t was resolved that

a more effective control should be maintained since too much water

had been drmum from Seaver Lake. M8
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that the cost was too high and the system unsatisfactory. The
Western Canada Irrigation Association formed in 1907 had its
second meeting in Vernon in 1908;%!3 in 1912 the association asked
that the Provincial government prepare legislation for “water
districts with a common source of water to be set up to handle
the development and distribution funds to be loaned by government
for purchase of the system and their improvement and
extension”.!1* It needed a western born Prime Minister to
recognise that reclamation was a federal rather than a local
matter, hence the Agricultural Rehabilitation and Development Act
that became law during John George Diefenbaker’s term of office
between 1957 and 1963.

In the meantime, in 1930 a private company consisting of
local, interested individuals was incorporated-the W.0.C.I.D.-
and the following year a storage dam was constructed on Crooked
Lake.!’® In March 1943 the trustees of W.0.C.I.D. discussed the
future of the irrigation system with members of the Water Board,
and Jack Seaton was paid $30, six investigative trips to Beaver
and Crooked Lakes. In September 1943 a member urged that "the
domestic water situation would have to be thoroughly looked into
one day soon. Each year a larger proportion of the water supply
was being used for domestic purposes”. On October 8th 1943 there
was another plea for increased water rates since “the District
needed money for the dam”. The entry for December 5th 1944 notes
that the dam was completed. However, a trustee asked on June 6th
1945 “if there was some way to keep dirty water out of the
system”-38 years later Winfield residents continue to ask that
question! By November 1945 it was resolved that a more effective
control should be maintained since too much water had been drawn
from Beaver lake.ll®
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Seoking a new 1ife after Vorld VWar II John and Pat McCoubrey
arrived to take up orcharding in February IG46: at that tise the old flume
spsten of irrigation was being discarded for the new sprinkler system
which was a vast improvesent but water problems continued,

In 1965 a veport was prepared for the Department of Lands,
Forests and Water Resources; 1t stated that the “"physical characteristics
of the existing water system indicate that storage structures aXe umd-)
the dlstribution facilities have inadequate capacity, and the quality of
the water supply is poor”. A major systes rehabdilitation was recommended
at an sstimated cost of $1,302,572.00, 1% Six years lster, Mrm. J. A,
Seaton and Premier V.A.C. Sermett opened s new Agricultural Rehabilitation
Developmant Act Das which “is an sarth filled structure 32 fest high 7
Thus was the original IS08 system replaced,but protlems contirued, In
197) therw still existed long standing applications for domestic water
from families within the Jigirict: bounderies whose oun wells were “scarcely
sutfictent for docestic use [and] ...scae families .. isuled barrels of
sater from other sources” 120 Bach year during the spring rutt off, resi-
dents on the 1.0.C.I.D. wter line {iquently collect drinlking iater from
pecple with wells since thair own supply is too &ixiy, During Apzil ISth
!9S:Lhnnmlm“mmmuwmmokxmlmmim
“vater and mud was still ooming from the clide area into the creek...
cansing dixt in the wmter” o+ by ¥ay I0th 1383 & letter axrived fmom
Als: Fraser; Himister of Highways, stating that the governmsnt vewld
zay for repairs to the Elide Avea and District Intake Clearance.

3y June 7th 1983, not only was the Tepalr work reported conplete

but alsc the bullding of a new =veir had been tial
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Seeking a new life after World War II John and Pat
McCoubrey arrived to take up orcharding in February 1946: at
that time the old flume system of irrigation was being discarded
for the new sprinkler system which was a vast improvement, but
water problems continued.

In 1965 a report was prepared for the Department of Lands,
Forests and Water Resources; it stated the “physical
characteristics of the existing water system indicate that
storage structures are unsafe, the distribution facilities hit
inadequate capacity, and the quality of the water supply is
poor”. A major system rehabilitation was recommended at an
estimated cost of $1,302,572.00. 18 Six years later, Mrs. J. A.
Seaton and Premier W.A.C. Bennett opened a new Agricultural
Rehabilitation Development Act Dam which “is an earth filled
structure 32 feet high” 1% Thus was the original 1908 system
replaced, but problems continued. In 1973 there still existed
long standing applications for domestic water from families
within the district boundaries whose own wells were “scarcely
sufficient for domestic use [and]...some families...hauled
barrels of water from other sources” 20 Each year during the
spring run off, residents on the W.0.C.I.D. water line
frequently collect drinking water from people with wells since
their own supply is too dirty. During April 19th
1982 there was a huge mudslide into the creek; on January 22nd
1983 "water and mud was still oozing from the slide area into
the creek... causing dirt in the water” !2! by May 10th 1983 a
letter arrived from Alex Fraser; Minister of Highways, stating
that the government would pay for repairs to the Slide Area and
District Intake Clearance.

By June 7th 1983, not only was the repair work reported
complete but also the building of a new reservoir had been
commenced-an essential
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sta7, for in 1967 only 250 hones were being sexviced whersas, in I
the number has rigen to over one thousand, That nuaber sxcludes 3 continu-
cily expanding new sub-divieien wdth upiards of 200 homes all ef which
take water from a common well located on the 7lat lands, 12 Obviously
wvater supply will continue % play a proxinent paxt in the community's
vealth and welfave especially Lf the population increases in the sane

zatio as during the last few years, '~

Recently North Clanagan's (including Winfield) M.L.i. Zon
Cazpbell reported that "gmowers in the Cianagan are receliving retums
below thelr cost of production, [and thei] 50% of the retuxms of the 2.C.
Tree Mrult Associstion are from the govertment.,. Apple Producers are
oo applying for asaistance from the fedsral govermment under the Agxicul-
126

ture Stabilisation Act”. Finfleld's orchazd story iz that of the entire

Okaragan; from the beginning orchardists have experienced protleas «

marketing As long ago as ilarch Ist I906, !z, = Carzuthers "returmed from
the 1.0, Mrult Cowers Soclety at Vancouver angzy sbout the fact that they

( ton at the Dominior Mrult Growers

local group) have no

Convention in Ottawe, 3,800,000 pounds of fruit was shijped froz the Oka~
nagan in 1905 but the Coast people sent only cne repressntative for Van-
couver Teland and cne from the Maimland,* 25

It ia interesting to note that as the fammers of the vestemn
Frovinces became more cooperatively minded so alsc did the Okanagin far-
nera who formed ihe Ckanagan Prufs Unisn in 1908, In that yesr also &
packing house was uilt in Cyana and ancther in Okanagsn Centre. Local

faxzers Yuilt the firwt area cannery at Cyama in I9C9. A Tarmer'

formed &n Minfleld in IFID and haf representation in Victoria.
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step, for in 1967 only 250 homes were being serviced whereas, in
1983 the number has risen to over one thousand. That number
excludes a continuously expanding new sub-division with upwards
of 200 homes all of which take water from a common well located
on the Flat Lands.!??2 Obviously water supply will continue to
play a prominent part in the community's health and welfare
especially if the population increases in the same ratio as
during the last few years. 123

Recently North Okanagan's (including Winfield) M.L.A. Don
Campbell reported that “growers in the Okanagan are receiving
returns below their cost of production, [and that] 5% of the
returns of the B.C. Tree Fruit Association are from the
government...Apple Producers are applying for assistance from
the federal government under the Agriculture Stabilization
Act” .12¢ Winfield's orchard story is that of the entire
Okanagan; from the beginning orchardists have experienced
problems with marketing. As long ago as March 1lst 1906, Mr. E.M.
Carruthors “returned from the D.C. Fruit growers Society at
Vancouver angry about the fact that they (the local Group) have
no representation at the Dominion Fruit Growers Convention in
Ottawa. 3,800,000 pounds of fruit was shipped from the Okanagan
in 1905 but the Coast people sent only one representative for
Vancouver Island and one from the Mainland"!?°.

It is interesting to note that as the farmers of the
western provinces became more cooperatively minded so also did
the Okanagan farmers who formed the Okanagan Fruit Union in
1908. In that year also a packing house was built in Oyama and
another in Okanagan Centre. Local farmers built the first area
cannery at Oyana in 1909. A Farmer’s institute formed in
‘Winfield in 1912 and had representation in Victoria.!2®
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4 Srowers, conslsting of

vere then built

th private growers

The Vermon Mrult

Sooperative Wuilt a packing house on the railay grads befors the steel
was laid, *%% In she sane year a United Jarmess Froup was organized tut

14 5 N 129
1t 57114 up Secause 2o feiw of them were interesied it politlcal action.

Another packing house Built by the 3.0. Crchari Association aypoared Sedids

120

soted the growers' returns in I529 were IST

in the Cianagan Valley had

sz the smalzamation

manufaciure of apple Juloe.
Harold Viel repbted that probtleas in the 1530%s were 20 sarious
)
that the govermzment created the 5.C. Pruit Boaxd, The I.C. Pruif Teaxd

Association- the volce of the crowerz- formed the 3.0, Tree Thult Iizited,

ng agercy, i= I936 and t

s zelling agency I
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Winfield farmers helped form the Okanagan United Growers,
consisting of approximately one thousand growers in 1913:
shipping houses were then built throughout the valley but they
were in competition with private growers until 1923 when the
Associated Growers formed with the object of handling 100% of
the crops. 1262

Jack Seaton built a fruit packing house in Winfield in
1919: The Vernon Fruit Union followed suit in 1921.%27 In 1922
the Winfield Cooperative built a packing house on the railway
grade before the steel was laid.!?® In the same year a United
Farmers Group was organized but it split up because so few of
them were interested in political action.!?® Another packing
house built by the B.C. Orchard Association appeared beside
the railroad tracks in 1928.130

Margaret Ormsby noted that growers' returns in 1929 were
15% lower than 1928 and that the fruit industry in the
Okanagan Valley had long been in serious difficulties. A
Commissioner appointed by the provincial government in 1930
suggested abandoning controls and returning to a free
market.!3! 1936 saw the amalgamation of the Winfield
Cooperative Growers with the Vernon Fruit Union and in 1940 a
plant was built for the manufacture of apple juice.!32,133

Harold Viel reported that problems in the 1930's were so
serious that the government created the B.C. Fruit Board. The
B.C. Fruit Board Association- the voice of the growers- formed
the B.C. Tree Fruit Limited, the marketing agency, in 1936 and
by 1939 that organization was supposed to be the sole selling
agency for fruit grown in the interior of British Columbia.
However, just as independent growers glutted the local markets
with low prices in 1896 so also do independent farmers
continue in the same
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trend today.
2y I951 Yinfleld growers cooperated with other valley growers

135 yios only apples tut alse

ing some 5 allllicn boxes of fruls,
peaches, pears,cherries, apricots and pluns were exported. Together that
frult eaymed 30 mililon doliars: Iy I9€1 sales had gxown %o 106 alllien
33 126

dollars, 7

One =ay conclude that Yinfield is a aicrocoss of Canada. L

the past 200 years the Okazagan Indians met the white fur trader and were
converted by the xissionaries; their land attracted white settlers and
govermnent officials. As the Indiang declined in mimbers so the white
opulatisn grew: zallway coxpanies opened up this axea and land developers
sroclaimed its attractions., Iamigrants arrived in increasing nuabers
briding with thez forelgn capitel and different ypes of expertise. As
Cansds suffered during the two World Vars and the Depresaion so slso

di2 Winfield; after the Second Uorld Var as Canada once more prospered
an2 sagerly accepted nevw immigrants so also did Winfield, During the
sconoaic dopression of I582-83 some Vinfield residents have suffered from
unezzloyment and failing busingsses in comaon with Canadians scrvss the

countsy, but in ccmmen with others, Vin

1d resilents hope that the eco-
nomic protlems will dissipate lesving unclouded minds %0 appreciate sore
this beautéous ares of the Ckanagan Valley,
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trend today.?!3!

By 1951 Winfleld growers cooperated with other valley
growers in exporting some 9 million boxes of fruit. Not only
apples but also peaches, pears ,cherries, apricots and plums
were exported. Together that fruit earned 30 million dollars.
By 1981 sales had grown to 104 million dollars.1!3¢

One may conclude that Winfield is a microcosm of Canada.
Within the past 200 years the Okanagan Indians met the white
fur trader and were converted by the missionaries; their land
attracted white settlers and government officials. As the
Indians declined in numbers so the white population grew:
railway’ companies opened up this area and land developers
proclaimed its attractions. Immigrants arrived in increasing
numbers brining with them foreign capital and different types
of expertise. As Canada suffered during the two World Wars and
the Depression so also did Winfield; after the Second World
War as Canada once more prospered and eagerly accepted new
immigrants so also did Winfield. During the economic
depression of 1982-83 some Winfield residents have suffered
from. unemployment and failing businesses in common with
Canadians across the country, but in common with others,
Winfield residents hope that the economic problems will
dissipate leaving unclouded minds to appreciate more this
beauteous area of the Okanagan Valley.

I enjoyed reading your community history (an are I have often
driven thru and much admired). You have provided a very good
local overview based on an excellent body of sources. The
appendices were appropriate and very helpful. In all, I
thought how might have provided a little more in the way of
interpretive comment and tied the community with more into
provincial or national affairs- you say practically nothing of
the political life of the area. The last section (which I
think should have come earlier in the essay) on irrigation and
orcharding covers a critically important subject at
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